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ORIAL 


Our Presbyterian Heritage 
and Mission 


The Centennial of our Church is 1961 and 
the theme for that year is set as OUR PRES- 
BYTERIAN HERITAGE AND MISSION. The 
Assembly has directed that the occasion be 
celebrated by emphasizing primarily our heri- 
tage and mission as a member of the great family 
of Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
throughout the world. It is to be a time in 
which we become more conscious of our com- 
mon tradition in doctrine, polity, worship and 


practice in our own Calvinistic confessional 


group. 


If this can be properly carried out, it will 
be eminently worthwhile and appropriate. In 
1861 our Church showed its consciousness of 
its ecumenical outlook by addressing a Letter 
to All the Churches of Jesus Christ Throughout 
the World. The position of our First General 
Assembly and of our Book of Church Order on 
the Headship and Kingship of Christ ought to 
be seen in the light of W. A. Visser t’Hooft’s 
The Kingship of Christ. Our 1861 recognition 
of the Great Commission as the end of the 
Church’s organization and the condition of our 
Lord’s promised blessing ought to be read in 
the light of the current outreach of World Mis- 
sions and the resulting Ecumenical Church. 
Thornwell’s recognition of giving as an act of 
worship, and his emphasis on the high function 
of ruling elders and deacons ought to be evalu- 
ated in terms of current stewardship. The ef- 
fort of our people to keep all the agencies of 
the Church directly under the control of the 
General Assembly as simply hands of the Church 
ought to be appreciated in view of efforts in 
sundry places to set up semi-independent boards 
or institutions. But the look back ought to 
be used to give us today a new sense of our 


present responsibility and our future service. 


The founding fathers were men of faith, of vision 
and of hope. They sought for charity between 
sister Presbyterians despite the national conflict. 
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Many of their positions and problems and 
issues are not ours. But the romance of our 
yesterdays can and should become the reality 
of our tomorrows. Whatever of sin and error 
marred their records we ought to reject and 
repent of. Whatever of courage, vision, truth, 
guided their steps beckon us onward. Seeing 
we also are compassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses to Christ and His salvation, 
let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us. We look not primarily to the found- 
ing fathers, but to Jesus the author and the 
finisher of our faith. 

—W.C.R. 


When Do Judgments Have 
God’s Sanction? 
Not Ourselves But Christ Jesus 
As Lord 


II Corinthians 4:5. 
The Apostle reminds us that we preach not 


' ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord and our- 


selves your servants for Christ’s sake. Elsewhere 
he bids us freely subject ourselves to one another 
in the fear of Christ, holding Him up in his 


humiliation for our example in the several re- 


lations of the home and of business. Our Lord 
taught that the rulers of the Gentiles lord 
it over them, but that it shall not be so among 
His disciples. —Though He was in the form of 
God, He took the form of a slave and humbled 
Himself to the death of the Cross that He might 
minister to and save us. Thus He left us an 
example that we should follow in His steps. 


Ecclesiastical rulers took control of the lives | 


of the lower clergy and of the laity in the 
middle ages. The Reformation restored the 


priesthood of all believers. Luther hurled the | 


church law into the flames and made the Bible 
alone the rule of faith and practice. Our West- 
minster Confession declares that God alone is 


_ the lord of conscience and has left it free from 


the commandments of men which are either 
contrary to His Word or beside it in matter of 
faith or worship. 
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In the middle of the eighteenth century in 
Scotland, the Moderate Machine set aside this 
clear mandate of the Confession, in the interest 
of their majority rule. When Mr. Andrew Rich- 
ardson was presented to the parish of Inver- 
keithing by the patron, the parishioners rejected 
him. The Presbytery of Dumferline hesitated 
to proceed but were ordered by the Commission 
of the General Assembly to do so. Principal 
William Robertson, the Moderate leader, de- 
termined to make an example of those who 
objected by requiring the lower judicatory di- 
rectly to install him. Among others, Rev. 
Thomas Gillespie declined so to act, and was 
deposed from the ministry for contumacy. The 


venerable man replied, “I rejoice that to me 
is given, in behalf of Christ, not only to believe. 


on Him but also to suffer for His sake.”’ 


To prevent the occurrence of such man made 
lordships in American Presbyterianism, Dr. John 
Witherspoon wrote into the Preliminary Prin- 
ciples of Presbyterianism: 


That all church power, whether exercised 
by the body in general, or in the way of 
representation by delegated authority, is only 
ministerial and declarative; that is to say, 
that the Holy Scriptures are the only rule 
of faith and manners; that no church judica- 
tory ought to pretend to make laws, to bind 


the conscience in virtue of their own author- | 


ity; and that all their decisions should be 
founded upon the revealed will of God. 


Under the pressure of the tension of Recon- 
struction these great principles were forgotten. 
The volume in the Harvard Historical Series 
on the Presbyterian Churches and the Federal 
Union, 1861-69, by Professor Vander Velde 
shows just two names shining through those 
difficult days with the light of Christ clearly 
upon them. Those two are Charles Hodge of 
Princeton and S. B. McPheeters of St. Louis. 
When the latter was removed from his pastor- 
ate, the former wrote: 


Less than one-fifth. of that Presbytery (of 
St. Louis), knowing that the majority would 
net attend, came together the 3rd of June 
to dissolve the pastoral relations between 
the Pine Street Church and the Rev. S. B. 
McPheeters, D.D., without being requested 
to do so either by the pastor or the Church, 
and against the known wishes and judgment 
of the great majority of the Presbytery ; 
That such a man should be dismissed from 


his church and forbidden to preach in its 
pulpit by a mere fragment of the Presbytery 
to which he belongs who knew him and all 
the circumstances of the case, seems to us 
an injustice which has few, if any, parallels 
in the history of our church. 


Clearly Dr. Hodge did not regard the action 
taken by St. Louis Presbytery as having Divine 
sanction. Quite the contrary, it led to a sharp 
split in Missouri Presbyterianism as a result 
of which a large segment came into the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. 


To avoid just such acts as those against Dr. 
Thomas Gillespie and against Dr. S. B. Mc- 
Pheeters in which their brethren set themselves 
up as their lords, our Book of Church Order 
expressly declares that Christ is the only Law- 
giver in Zion, that church courts cannot make 
laws, that nothing is to be regarded as an 
offense the proper object of judicial censure 
except what can be shown to be such by the 
Word of God. 


Yet one hears of acts taken by dominant 
persons against a weaker brother that leave one 
wondering. Do certain of these acts have the 
Divine sanction? Are they in accord with the 
laws enacted by Christ the Lawgiver, or are 
they merely according to the inclination of the 
highly placed member? Is the living God carry- 
ing out these decrees, or is He blessing some 
ministers or congregations that have been ex- 
cluded from the Presbytery’s fellowship thus 
calling in question (or even setting aside) the 
claim that the action has the Divine sanction? 


A judicial act which seems not to have the 
Divine sanction ought nevertheless to be obeyed 
as a matter of order—unless it is contrary to 
the Word of God. But for those who make 
such a decision it is only their word and these 
judges need the admonition of the Lord: Judge 
not, and ye shall not be judged; for with what 
measure ye meet, it shall be measured unto you 
again. Let us take heed lest we take judgment 
into our own hands and judge according to 
our own wills. 3 


When the responsibility for judging properly 
devolves upon us, we stand on holy ground and 
must act in the fear of Christ. Only as our 
judgments are authentic echoes of His to Whom 
the Father has committed all judgment do they 
have the Divine sanction. 

—W.C.R. 
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He Is Able! !!! 


A Christian’s security is founded on God him- 
self and every believer should rejoice in that 
which He has promised and in the fact that 
He is able. 


Near the end of his ministry the Apostle Paul 
exulted: “J know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he 1s able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him against that day.” 


Christians can rejoice because God is able 
to “do abundantly above all that we ask or 
think.” 


Sustained as we are by His grace. Kept and 
saved by His grace, we are told that he is 
“able to make all grace abound toward you; 
that ye, always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound to every good work.” 


Living among temptations and _ constantly 
subject to them we are told that God is “able 
to succor them that are tempted.” 


Another glorious asset of the Christian is the 
overwhelming fact that our Lord prays for us. 
We are told that He is “able to save them to 


the uttermost that come to God by him, seeing 


he ever liveth to make intercession for them.” 


But our blessings do not stop here. We are 
told that the Lord Jesus Christ is, “able to 
keep you from falling, and to present you fault- 
less before the presence of his glory with ex- 
ceeding joy.” 


In each of these assurances the significant 
word is “able.” We are told further that it 
is He, “Who shall change our vile body, that 
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able 
even to subdue all things unto himself.” 


It is not for us to question these assurances 
but rather to believe them and act on them 
by faith. On one occasion two blind men came 
to Jesus begging for a restoration of their sight. 


Jesus said to them: “Believe ye that I am able 


to do this.” On their assurance that they did 
believe He said to them: “According to your 
faith be it unto you,” and immediately their 
sight was restored. 


We Christians, heirs of God’s mercy and grace 
and recipients of eternal life through faith in 
His Son, so often live like spiritual paupers. 
Like Peter of old we see the waves and hear and 
feel the winds of adversity and take our eyes 
off of Jesus and begin to sink. 


Let us consider anew Who has promised and 
what He has promised. He is ABLE. Let our 
faith take hold of this fact and then let us step 
out on His promises. He cannot and will not 
let us down. 

L.N.B. 
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Your Tithe Return 


Individual Income Tax Returns are the order 


of the day and often are the source of anguish, 
irritation or utter frustration. But today we 
saw for the first time a “Return” gotten up 
like Form 1140 and printed on the back of a 
church bulletin. 


This is headed as follows: “Have You Filed 
Your Individual Income Tithe Return for 1956?" 


The entire form has many similarities to the 
short form used in reporting income to the 
Government but it also has appropriate Scrip- 
ture. references showing the Christian’s obliga- 
tion to tithe. 


At a time when the Gagvernment requires 
its citizens to pay taxes beginning at near 20°% 
and ascending in a scale which goes to a con- 
fiscatory 92%, Christians should remember that 
tithing is a minimum and that giving to the 
Lord’s work is a joy and a blessing. 


The fact that our Government permits deduc- 
tions of up to 30° for contributions to the 
Church and charitable institutions and work 
is something for which we should be profound], 
thankful. In Canada only 10% is deductible. 


Tithing, and more, is a privilege no Christian 
should deny himself. In fact, no one can afford 
not to tithe. 


—L.N.B. 


From Man’s Viewpoint: or 
From the Viewpoint of God? 


“Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who is made 
unto us wisdom from God.” 


It is very easy to assume that the only point 
from which one can view things is the human. 


That was the view ot the classical thinkers. 


The Greek began with “Know thyself,” and 
undertook to interpret everything from his own 
point of view. The Latin elaborated the thesis, ‘| 
am a man and nothing that is true to a man is 
alien to me.” Today Bultmann assumes that man 
is in contact with God in “the existentielle de- 
cision,” but that when he later seeks to interpret 
this confrontation he must do so in terms of his 
own human understanding — that is, by Heideg- 
ger’s existential philosophy. Most of the heresies 
in the history of doctrine have come from the 
tacit assumption that one must begin with man 
and presume to measure God, the greater, by 
man, the lesser. So Arius assumed that what- 
ever is true in human relations must tpso facto 
be true in divine relations. Thus he assumed 
that man was the original and God only the 
copy. Similarly, Pelagius, Socinus, Arminius, 
at least in the loci in which they severally de- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


W 

Ve 

il 
W 
a 
\ 
t 

O 

q f 
e( 
fé 
b 
| h 
| n 
F 
di 
| 

li 

m 
ti 
ot 
m 
| 

SO 
me 
T 
4 


6 


| parted from the common Christian faith, start 


with man. 


The ancient philosophy began with the uni- 
verse, the modern with man; the Christian think- 
ing — Paul — Augustine — Luther — Calvin 
— begins with God. 


God has given us His own revelation that 
we may and ought to start with God’s point 
of view. God has placed us in Christ Jesus 
and made Him unto us wisdom, I Cor. 1.29. 
We must start where we are, but the believer 
has been graciously placed in Christ. Start, 
then, intellectually where God has graciously 
placed you. Read the truth of God and of man, 
of salvation and service, of nature and the Bible 
from the revelation God has made of Himself in 
Jesus Christ. Begin with the light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God as it shines in the 
face of Jesus Christ. Here is the distinction 
between Bultmann and Tillich on the one hand 
and of Barth and Cullmann on the other. The 
last two strive to begin with the revelation God 
has made of Himself in the Incarnation and 
Crucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
And that makes theirs a Christian theology, 
not a mere philosophy of religion. (For the 
detailed presentation of the truth and the 
vagaries in Barth cf C. G. Berkouwer’s The 
Triumph of Grace in the Theology of K. Barth.) 


But let us come to Calvin. The following 
summary of Calvin’s view is made in Professor 
Fuhrmann’s God Centered Religion and en- 
dorsed by Professor John T. McNeill in his 
Calvinism: 4 

Calvin’s true legacy is, indeed, not a sys- 
tem but a method, the method of striving 
to see everything — man, Christ, faith, 
the world, the Bible, religion, life 

not from man’s point of view but from the 

viewpoint of God. 

—W.C.R. 


When Life Is Impossible 


A prominent mid-Western lawyer once praised 
the New York Times Magazine. He claimed 
that anyone who read it regularly would get a 
liberal education. If one has scruples about a 
Sabbath newspaper, let him read this supple- 
ment during the week. It can be good devo- 
tional reading, however, for Dr. Emile Cailliet 
of Princeton has pointed out that the ‘“com- 
mitted” Christian can make any literature de- 
votional reading. 


The February 24, 1957, issue of this magazine 
has a number of articles through which a theme 
sounds that even the able editors probably did 
not anticipate when they planned the contents. 
The lead article finds the Secretary of State 
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in an impossible job. He has to have a com- 
plete rapport with the man above him; Le., 
the President. He must supervise the 15,000 
members of the State Department and Foreign 
Service. His relations with Congress, especially 
the Senate, and with the United States press 
and public are of critical importance. Delicate, 
too, are his dealings with foreign governments 
and peoples, so that he must be honest, precise, 
courageous, tactful, and tough at the same time. 
All of this adds up to a superhuman assignment. 


Article No. 2 in the magazine is about the 
much-maligned Marine drill instructors. These 
men have been in a pitiless glare ever since 
Staff Sgt. Matthew C. McKeon ordered recruits 
to make a night march in a tidal swamp which 
resulted in six drownings. The drill instructors, 
says the article, “are up against an almost im- 
possible job.” 


The magazine in the third article leads us 
to the troubled Near East. It tells us that Iraq, 
the land of the Tigris and Euphrates, is trying 
“Operation Bootstrap.” By oil revenues and 
public works, the Iraqi government is seeking 
a way out of destitution for most of its 5 million 


inhabitants. The task seems hopeless. 


Probably each generation thinks its respon- 
sibilities are the heaviest the world has ever 
known, but we may lay claim to living in a 
time when the pressures of a vast world popula- 
tion and the complications of interrelatedness 
are unprecedented. It seems impossible to rear 
children wisely, to find justice and a Christian 
way for all races and groups, to run a business, 
a labor organization, a hospital, a school, a 
church efficiently and without nagging frustra- 
tions. 


The best answer to life’s impossibilities fell 
from the lips of One who came to deal savingly 
and justly with all generations of men in all 
the world. Commenting on the salvation of the 
self-sufficient, Jesus said, “With men this is 
impossible;- but with God all things are pos- 
sible’ (Matthew 19:26). The only wise course 
for a Christian is to accept the assignment God 
has given him and to do each day’s work lean- 


ing hard on divine guidance, grace and power. 
—C.N.W. III 


McGUFFEY’S READER 
set 


After a long and costly search a complete 
McGUFFEY’S READERS has finally been located, and 

of these grand old readers have now been completed. Each 
reader is custom made from the plates used in the 1879 edition 


We pay postage on all orders! ! ! 
OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-38 Rowan, Iowa 
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The Worker More Than The Work 


(PART II) 
By Dr. F. L. Chapell 


Late Dean of Gordon Missionary Training School 


The Antidote to Discouragement. If now we 
inquire what are the elements that God is seek- 


ing in the worker, we may say that the first is 


godliness, that is, a proper appreciation of God 
— such a vivid apprehension of Him as will 
keep us constantly thoughtful of Him and rev- 
erent toward Him. Ungodliness — that is, 
inappreciation of God, is the marked manifesta- 
tion of the wicked, especially in the last days. 
Of the wicked, the Psalmist said, “God is not 
in all their thoughts.” But the true disciple 
learns to realize and recognize God in all things 
and at all times. He prays without ceasing 
because God is such a constant reality to him. 
The prayerfulness of Jesus is a marked witness 
to this fact. His prayer at the tomb of Lazarus 
is eloquent in this regard, showing not only 
His own constant communion with the Father, 
but also His desire that the bystanders should 
learn to recognize God as the source of the power 
about to be so signally displayed. And if our 
work gives us a vivid apprehension of God, and 
brings us into communion with Him, it largely 
accomplishes its end, whether it seems to be 
largely “successful” in the eyes of the world or 
not. The high priestly prayer of Jesus just as 
He was being rejected by the world illustrates 
this point. He knew God most thoroughly, 
whether He had led the world to know Him 
or not. Blessed is that work, however appearing 
to the public, that makes us know God. 


Another element in the character of the 
worker is submission to the will of God. This, 
perhaps, is a greater acquisition than the mere 


appreciation of God. It is blessed to have the 


mighty God bend to aid us in our work; but 
if He shall will that we suffer rather than that 
we achieve, we must be very closely attached 
to Him if we say with sweet submission, “Not 
my will, but Thine, be done.” This, apparently, 
was the finishing touch in the career of Jesus 
when he bowed in Gethsemane and _ uttered 
this supreme submissive petition. Often in the 
exigencies of our work, we are brought into 
the holy hush of profound submission. 


But there is another sense in which the worker 
needs to become submissive to the will of God, 
not so much passively as actively. The will or 
the purpose of God is sometimes far beyond 
what we ask or think. He purposes larger than 
we plan, and we must be led to comply with 
His purposes rather than with our plans. 
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It has ever been the vice of God’s people that 


they have not accepted the whole of his purposed 
salvation. Christ has continually something 
against His church, because she does not accept 
the fullness of His Salvation. We are frequently 
stopping with some partial, local, temporary 
phase of blessing instead of reaching out to 


the complete and final prize of the upward call- | 
ing of God in Christ Jesus. How many are — 


putting their best energies on superficial “re- 
form” instead of grasping the will of God con- 
cerning holy, immortalized humanity as revealed 
in the Scriptures and illustrated in the career 
of Jesus! 


Paul, in speaking of his desire that mortality 
might be swallowed up of life—that is, that he 
might be transfigured while living—says, ‘He 
that hath wrought us for the self-same thing is 
God.” This is God’s will or purpose concerning 
humanity. But how few submit their wills to 
God’s will in this respect! And yet are not 
the failures of works of reform and of various 
endeavors of man’s devising teaching mankind 
that they must finally submit to and accept 
God’s wonderful salvation? 


Would we ever really learn God’s purposes 
unless driven to them by the exigencies of our 
work? Was not the futile attempt of Moses 
to deliver Israel by his own might when forty 
years of age, and his consequent sojourn in 
Midian, one thing that prepared the way for 
the sublime deliverance that God finally brought 
about? The final Moses was infinitely superior 
to the incipient Moses, by reason of the work 
and the consequent acquaintance with God that 
lay between. Oh, may God cause us to cease 
going about to establish our own righteousness, 
and lead us to submit to the righteousness of 
God by faith! | 


Yet another element in the character of the 
worker is surrender to the person of God. Not 
only must we appreciate God, and submit to 
His will passively and actively, but we must 
surrender ourselves to Himself. Very intimate 
is the relation into. which God finally brings 
His chosen. It is not only that of Master and 
servant, or merely that of Teacher and disciple, 
but it is also that of Bridegroom and bride, 
where the very self is surrendered in the closest 
and holiest of ties, so that they become one. Now 
this blessed end is never reached if the thought 
is ever centered on the outward world, or things 
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done in the present state of human society. But 
if ‘“‘work,” as such, is found to be hollow and 
unsatisfying, so that the soul cries out for God, 
it may do its work in leading the worker into 
personal union with God Himself. 


Let us, then, accept the providences of God 
as they come to us, sometimes so disappointing, 
realizing that it is the worker more than the 
work that God now has His eye upon. And, at 
the same time, let us look over to the coming 
age where, when fully conformed to God, we 
shall find our true sphere of service. Let us 
remember that we are coming again. Elijah 
did not turn his people from Baal worship, but 
he is coming again to do what he did not then. 
Jesus did not turn His people from the Pharisa- 
ism and unbelief, but He is coming again to do 
what He did not then. We may not have con- 
verted all our own generation, but we are com- 
ing again to do what we do not now do. The 
work will chiefly be done then. The worker 
is chiefly perfected now. 


Billy Graham 
Yale 


The following report of Billy Graham’s Yale 
meetings was carried by the Chattanooga News- 
Free Press and was written by James H. Mor- 
rison, Jr., a student at Princeton Theological 
Seminary.—Editor. 


NEW HAVEN, Conn.—It was thrilling to 


. enter the 2,000-seat Woolsey Hall on the cam- 


pus of Yale University in New Haven, Conn., 
and see nearly every seat filled for the second 


- meeting of the University Christian Mission. 


The speaker for the four evening meetings of 


Feb. 11-14 was Evangelist Billy Graham, invited 


last spring by the Yale Christian Community 


Council to be missioner for 1957. ) 


Five of us had driven from Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary to Yale to observe Billy Graham 
in this situation at Yale. We arrived on Tues- 
day evening. Our first question to our friends 
at Yale was, ‘““How was he last night?”’ The reply 
was universal that Billy Graham had painted 
a very good picture of the current world situa- 


tion and the Christian answer in his topic, “The 
_ Christian Answer to the World Dilemma.” Mr. 


Graham had been almost deliberate in his de- | 


_ livery we heard. The big question was whether 


the crowd which had filled the hall on Monday 
would return the following nights. 
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Return they did! A very small part of the 
audience was townspeople; nearly all were stu- 
dents at Yale. One was greatly impressed by 
the simplicity of the program which began 
promptly at 7 p.m. each evening. An opening 
congregational hymn was followed by a call to 
worship, invocation, and the Lord’s Prayer. An 
anthem by one of the glee clubs followed, and 
then Mr. Graham spoke for 45 minutes. The 


_address on Tuesday night was “The Challenge 


of the Cross.” Using Galatians 6:14 as his text, 
Mr. Graham said that the cross signified at 
least three things: (1) It is an expression of 
human iniquity; (2) it signifies the love of 
God, and (3) it is the only means of salvation or 
it reveals the finality of redemption. 


DEFINES SIN 


Under his first point Mr. Graham masterfully 
defined sin by showing what was the sin of 


those who sent Christ to the cross: Caiaphas, 


Pilate, Herod, Judas and those who sat watch- 
ing. The sins of those men were most skillfully 
applied to the men of Yale in the 20th Century, 
showing that, as Mr. Graham said, “We all had 
a part in the death of Christ.” Under the second 
point, Mr. Graham was careful to make clear 
that the love of God as shown in and through 
the cross is a holy love—the love of a judge. In 
the third place Mr. Graham showed that con- 
science and sincerity are not enough. 


One was encouraged that Mr. Graham pointed 
out that coming to Christ will not automatical- 
ly solve every problem; there is growth involved. 
It is easy to die for Christ, but it is hard to 
live for Christ. He stated that in the challenge 
of the cross there are four possible reactions: 
Ridicule, rejection, neglect, or acceptance. The 
message received careful and thoughtful atten- 
tion. 


Mr. Graham then asked all those who were 
interested in learning more about Christ and 
becoming a Christian to remain and for the rest 
to leave quietly. It was a thrilling surprise to 
see about 500 remain behind. The how of 
becoming a Christian was carefully, lucidly, and 
briefly explained. ‘Those who knew very def- 
initely that they wanted to accept Christ as 
Lord and Saviour were asked to stand quietly 
and then sit down. It was a joy to see close to 
100 college men rise to their feet with one ac- 
cord. Mr. Graham waited in silence for any 
others that might want to stand, and some 15 
or 20 more stood in the few minutes he waited. 
He then urged them to do four things, explain- 
ing each: Read their Bible, pray, witness and 
attend church and become active in it. 


Wednesday evening Mr. Graham spoke on 
“The Mystery of Conversion,” using Matthew 
18:3 as his text. He defined “conversion” by 
showing, first of all, that it is used in nearly 
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every realm of human experience — banking, 
mathematics, law, psycho-analysis; so also in the 
spiritual and moral realms. “Conversion’’ is 
“a changing of directions.’”” He then said, “I 
want to ask you a question straight out. Have 
you been converted?” He paused and the vast 
hall was completely silent. He went on to speak 
of the heart as the symbol of the total man and 
to tell how God looks upon the heart, drawing 
heavily from Biblical passages which were care- 
fully explained and illustrated. He continued 
by showing that there are at least three elements 
in the process of conversion: Repentance, faith 
and regeneration. Each of these elements was 
clearly expounded and illustrated. 


Once again those interested were invited to 
remain. On Wednesday evening 700 to 800 
remained. Not so many stood to make decisions 
(probably 75 or 80); but interest was there, 
and that could not be doubted. The topic on 


the final evening was to have been “The Cost | 


of the Christian Commitment.” We returned 
to Princeton thrilled and warmed by our experi- 
ences at Yale; however, we should like to make 
some observations before leaving Yale. 


The students at the Yale Divinity School were, 
in general, either aloof or hostile towards Mr. 
Graham and his method, if not his message. We 
found four or five hours spent with the men 
there most rewarding and stimulating. A few 
openly admitted a change in attitude towards 
Mr. Graham specifically and towards evangelism 
in general. Here, indeed, is an impact which 
cannot possibly be measured in terms of the 
number who stand to make a “decision for 
Christ.” 


A number of the resident missioners in each 
of the 10 colleges of the university were min- 
isters of the New Haven area. Some frankly 
stated that their ministry had already been 
transformed from participating in the 1957 
mission at Yale. Effects such as these may have 
far greater impact than even the men who stood, 
not that we would in the least detract from 
the thrill of seeing college men come to Jesus 
Christ. 


What is Mr Graham like in a situation like 
that at Yale? One would perhaps expect him 
to have less emphasis on “the Bible says” in 
a university mission than in a city-wide cam- 
paign. This, however, is not the case. He used 
Scripture freely, but it was used so that it was 
made relevant to those there. We were also 
impressed with the simplicity, skillfulness, and 
aptness of his illustrations. His rate of delivery 
was much slower than usual; in fact, he was 
almost deliberate in places. He used pauses well 
and frequently. His messages were simple and 
to the point. They were not intellectual; neither 
were they antiintellectual. There was no emo- 
tionalism or pleading for decisions at any time. 
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There was a refreshing emphasis on the need 
of a commitment of the totality of the person 
and upon the fact that many problems will yet 
face the person who accepts Christ, but there 
would be a new peace and hope. 


Perhaps 1957 is the year when we will see 
at least the beginning of a spiritual awakening 
in our colleges and universities. A mission was 
also held this past week at Harvard, with the 


Rev. John Stott of London, England. The week 


of Feb. 18-22 will see Billy Graham at Amherst 
College and the University of Massachusetts, 
and the Rev. Bryan Green of England at Prince- 
ton University. While you are praying for Billy 
Graham and the coming campaign in New York 
City, will you not also remember. these very 
important missions held on the campus of our 
colleges and universities? 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Educational excellence. Moderate charges. 
Endowed. Christian emphasis. A. A. and A. S. 
_ degrees. Graduates transfer to best colleges 
as juniors. Professor each ten _ students. 
ees, . Personal attention. Scientific tests and guid- 
[ores ance. Athletics. Liberal arts. Business. Pre- 
paratory grades 11 and 12. Member Southern 
Association Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
a*éi Louis C. LaMotte, President 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. Cc. 


“4 one-volume library” says Billy Graham 


Lioyp M. Perry and WALDEN Howarp 
Introduction by Billy Graham 


Viewing the Bible as a road map to life, the 
authors give detailed suggestions for Bible 
study. They show how to study Bible doc- 
trine, biographies, prayers, miracles, parables, 
poetry, and writers. Bible study methods of 
present-day Christian leaders are discussed. 
Study groups, individual laymen, and min- 
isters will find inspiring aid in this book. 


$4.00 


At your bookstore 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 
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Could Heaven 


Three Stages? 


By Rev. R. W. Cousar, D.D. 


Our profoundest desire is never to write, or 
even think anything that is irreverent or unduly 
dogmatic, concerning the present, or the future 
existence of God’s people. While intensely dis- 
believing in the Roman Catholic’s Purgatory, 
one cannot help but believe that there are 
certain stages in the development of the Chris- 
tian from the new birth onwards. 


Heaven Number One 

May there not be a very real heaven, im- 
mediately, when one beco aes a Christian? Pro- 
fessor Charles Hodge recognized a_ present 
heaven when he said, “We are therefore said 
even in this world to be in heaven as in 
Ephesians 2:6 where it is said, ‘God hath raised 
us up together ‘with Christ) and made us sit 
together in heavenly places.’ : | 


“In the same sense we are said to be, the 
‘citizens of heaven.’’’. Calvin reminds us that 
Paul declares that we are “No more strangers 
and foreigners but fellow citizens with the saints 
and of the household of God.” (Ephes. 2:19). 
Think of being already in God’s heaven. Again 
we may also rejoice that we are even now truly 
established in His eternal Kingdom as is clearly 
indicated in (Col. 1:13), “Who hath delivered 
us from the power of darkness and hath trans- 
lated us into the Kingdom of His dear Son.” 


The center of any heaven is Jesus Christ. It 
was Godet who said, “It is not in heaven one 
finds God, but in God one finds heaven.” A 
life has really attained heaven when Jesus our 
Lord is truly the pole star of that life. We 
can almost hear the exultant declaration of the 
Apostle to the Gentiles when he begins to pack 
a throbbing experience of dynamic reality into 
a half dozen or more of great moving sentences. 


Catch the thrust of a Christ-redeemed man 
living in heaven here and now, “I am crucified 
with Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me.” (Gal. 2:20). “I can do 
all things through Christ which strengtheneth 
me.” (Phil. 4:13). “All things are yours and 
ye are Christ’s and Christ is God’s.” (I Corin- 
thians 3:21,23). “My God shall supply all 
your need according to His riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:19). “Nay in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through 
Him that loved us.” (Romans 8:37). Such a 
faith produced both a dauntless missionary and 
a fearless martyr, all born of the same stuff. 
Yes, it seems there is a heaven, even now. 
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Drop down a little over half way between 
Calvary and ourselves, and see a man of great 
Christian proportions. Observe one who pro- 
foundly influenced peasants, Popes and Kings 
— a true saint of the Middle Ages, Bernard of 
Clairvaux. Is it sacrilegious to say that this 
French giant of piety lived in heaven here below? 
Listen to him as he sings: 


“Jesus, Thou joy of loving hearts 

Thou Fount of life, Thou light of men. 
From the best bliss that earth imparts 
We turn unfilled to Thee again.” 


Heaven Number Two 


State number two is a blessed condition in 
eternity but only partially revealed in the Word 
of God. Notice carefully our Lord’s statement 


in the fourteenth of John, “In my Father's 


house are many mansions I go to pre- 
pare a place for you, — I will come again and 
receive you unto myself.” Scholars are divided 
on the reference to our Lord’s words. “I will 
come again.” The tense is actually present. 
Some think it refers to death, others to the 
Parousia, or second coming in glory. Whichever 
the case, in Philippians (1:23) we read, “‘Hav- 
ing a desire to depart, and to be with Christ, 
which is far better.” Again in II Cor. 5:8, “We 
are confident, I say, and willing rather to be 
absent from the body and to be present with 
the Lord.” 


The Christian’s promotion and change at 
death are indeed great. Then with unveiled faces 
and Divinely opened eyes he will behold his 
Lord whom he loved. That One Whom he has 
seen only by the eye of faith, he shall see as a 
friend sees friend. With all weaknesses of the 
body removed and with, “The spirits of just 
men made perfect,” there is the immediate com- 
mencement of an unfettered, joyous fellowship 
and service. Someone has well said, “We will 
never get thoroughly relaxed until we get to 
heaven.” By the same token, we will never 
be fully girded for effective service till then. 


Heaven Number Three 


The third stage commences both at and after 
our Lord’s return. Undoubtedly the saints in 
heaven today, as well as those upon earth, look 
forward to the Resurrection. Then spirit and 
body will be reunited. At the judgment, full 
rewards will be received for deeds done in the 
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body. Heaven will then be completely garnished 
with the precious stones of a life more abundant. 
Someone has aptly commented, “Heaven is a 
prepared place for a prepared people.” ‘To see 
clearly the picture of our full and final heaven, 
one must carefully examine the 2lst and 22nd 
Ry wes of Revelation. There and only there 


is found a complete picture of heaven after 
Judgment Day. If we may use a common-place 
illustration, it is similar to the purchase of 
a Pullman ticket, weeks or months before you 
board the train, for your expected trip. The 
room or berth is yours the moment you pur- 
chase it and yet you can’t rest there until the 
porter announces everything is “ready.” ‘Come 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
‘prepared’ for you from the foundation of the 
world.” (Matt. 25:34). “I go to ‘prepare’ a 
place for you.” 


As we ponder this matter further, the New 
Testament seems to focus a great spotlight of 
blessing upon the Second Advent. Great things 
happen to the believer then. First, note the 
change in his resurrected body. “Who shall 
change our vile body (the body of our humilia- 
tion), that it may be fashioned like unto His 
glorious body.” (Phil. 3:21). We could not 
ask for more than the stupendous change indi- 
cated. “For this corruptible must put on in- 
corruption and this mortal must put on im- 
mortality.” | 


The next change is in either our status or 
relationship as sons of God. Listen to John’s 
breathless words. He is not quite sure as he 
sees it all from a great distance. “Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we know that when 
He shall appear we shall be like Him for we 
shall see Him as He is.” (John 3:3). 


As far as we know the believer never becomes 
just like Christ until this blessed occasion. To 
point this up, may we say it with the greatest 
of reserve, although John the beloved apostle 
has been in the glory land 1857 years, or there- 
abouts, he has not yet experienced this great 
change indicated by his own words. Paul, great 
pastor that he was, looked forward to a mar- 
velous perfection in character for his yet un- 
developed parishioners, at the Parousia. That 
perfection he expected at that particular time. 
“To the end He may establish your hearts un- 
blamable in holiness before God even our 
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
with all His saints.” (I Thess. 3:13). This 
thought seems to be prominent in his mind, 
for as he closes his letter he utters a prayer 
with the exact same objective as he expresses 
above, “And the very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly: and I pray God your whole spirit 
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (I Thess. 
5:23) . 
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To sum it all up, heaven will be fully pre- 
pared only after the Judgment is passed; our 
bodies will have been raised up and made glori- 
ous; our spirits will have been purified and 
perfected into the exact likeness to Jesus our 
Lord; our rewards will have been received; 
our fellowship and service will have been ma- 
tured and nothing will be lacking for a perfect 
eternity of bliss in the presence of our Lord. 


Our further thought in conclusion, which we 


-trust will not be anticlimactic. There is a hint 


in the word of God, at least, of endless growth 
in the midst of absolute perfection. You are 
invited to examine a most exquisitely beautiful 
picture. It is found in the latter part of chap- 
ter seven, of Revelation. We shall only quote 
a part of the final verse with all of its glowing 
brilliance, “For the Lamb which is in the midst 
of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters.” The ex- 
perience is too transcendent for a mortal to 


grasp and yet, we believe it is there, even better [| 


than we know. 
heard, neither have entered 


them unto us by His Spirit.” 


“Hark! hark, my soul angelic songs are swelling 
O’er earth’s green fields and ocean’s wave-beat | 


shore 


How sweet the truth those blessed strains are 


telling 


Of that new life when sin shall be no more. | 


Angels of Jesus, Angels of light, 
Singing to welcome the pilgrims of the night.” 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 


By Matthew Henry 


Now again available after being out of print. New bio- 

graphical edition. A monumental work that has been for 

nearly two centuries without an equal and is to Bible 

and to preachers what Shakespeare is to secular 

literature. Complete in every detail. Now in six-volume 
set, boxed, $24.50. Postpaid. 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 


THE INSPIRATION OF 
THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 


By L. Gaussen — $3.00 


This book (also known as Theopneustia) has 
long been considered one of the best on verbal 


inspiration of the Scriptures. 381 pages, 
cloth. 
Order from 
THE 
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“Eye hath not seen nor ear | 
into the heart | 
of man the things that God hath prepared for | 
them that love Him, but God hath revealed | 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 
The Last Judgment 


th | Background Scripture: Matthew 24 and 25 
re FP Devotional Reading: Matthew 24:32-44 


d 


na- LESSON FOR MARCH 31 


im. would like to enlarge the Topic and call it, The Second Coming of Christ and the Judgment. 
t€ | Most of the Background Scripture concerns the Coming of our Lord. The two subjects are closely 
Ng {| related as stated in the Apostles’ Creed: “from thence He shall come to judge the quick, (living), 


Ist and the dead.” His Second Coming will be followed by the resurrection and the Judgment. The 
i firs naturally divides itself into, (1) His Coming, (2) Some Parables, and (3) The Judgment 
cene. 
to 
ter fF There have been many preliminary judgments. ture of the world from the time of Jesus to 
ar The Flood was a terrible judgment upon a the present. John describes it in pictures; Jesus 
art |) wicked world. The confusion of tongues at gives simple facts. I wish to take up some of 
ior |, Babel was another; the destruction of Sodom these statements of Jesus. Many of these things, 
ed | *and Gomorrah, a third, the Captivity, another, I believe, are being enacted under our very 
_ and we believe that there have been many more. eyes today. | 
_ The destruction of Jerusalem was to be a severe 
| judgment and part of our Scripture points to 1. “For many shall come in my name, say- 
me |) this. ing, I am Christ, and shall deceive many.” How 
: ; strikingly these words have been and are bein 
or I. The Second Coming of Christ: Chapter 24. fulfilled. We have had many false Christs “a 
a This subject was brought up by the disciples we have them today. There are three or four 
men in our land right now who are practically 


when Jesus said to them, as they showed Him 
the buildings of the Temple, See ye not all 
these things? Verily I say unto you, there shall 
not be left here one stone upon another, that 


shall not be torn down. They went out to © 


the Mount of Olives, and the disciples asked 
Him, Tell us, when shall these things be? and 
what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of 
the end of the world? This question has three 
parts, (1) the destruction of the Temple and 
city of Jerusalem, (2) His Coming, and, (3) 
the end of the world (or age). In our Back- 
ground Scripture all three of these are discussed. 


_Verses 15 - 28 seem to refer especially to the 
first of these parts, When shall these things 
be? and gives us an account of the destruction 
of Jerusalem and the temple which occurred 
about forty years after these words were spoken. 
Since we are not studying this event, I wish 
to confine myself to the second part of the 
question, What shall be the sign of Thy Com- 
ing? It is interesting to compare what Jesus 
says in this “Olivet Discourse” with the visions 
of John in Revelation as he saw the opening of 
the Seven Seals, the blowing of the Seven Trum- 
pets, and the pouring out of the Seven Vials. 
The language in Revelation is couched in sym- 
bols while the words.of Jesus are simple state- 
ments. ‘These throw light upon the symbols. 
As we compare the two we get a striking pic- 
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claiming this, and their followers are numbered 
by the thousands. 


2. “Ye shall hear of wars and rumors of 
wars.” I do not have to cite any proofs of 
the truth of these words. Our histories are 
mainly accounts of one war after another. We 
have volumes on the Decisive Battles of the 
World. Ever since I finished Seminary there 
have been wars. We live now when half a 
dozen small wars are raging, when the “Cold 
War,” as we call it, threatens to become a 
“Hot War” at any moment. There are “trouble 
spots” all over the world. Our own nation 
has soldiers in the majority of the countries 
and airplane bases everywhere. In fact, the whole 
world is divided into two armed camps, and 
the larger nations are trying to outdo each 
other in the invention and improvement of 
deadly weapons of every kind. We have our 


-A-Bombs and our H-Bombs and our guided 


missiles. We will spend a million dollars to 
rescue victims of an accident, and turn right 
around and spend a hundred million to perfect 
some machine which will kill thousands. Our 
“ways” do not “make sense.” We seem to want 
peace, but are “‘war crazy.” 


3. “They shall deliver you up to be afflicted, 
and shall kill you.” This has been the experience 


PAGE 11 


re- | 
nd 
ur 
ed; 
re 
int 
| 
LG 


of Christians from the time of the apostles to 
the present. Even as I write these words many 
are suffering for the sake of Christ and there 
have been periods of terrible persecution. 


4. “Many false prophets shall arise.” ‘These, 
along with the false Christs will deceive many. 
Think of how many millions have been deceived 
by the prophet Mohammed, and the hundreds 
of millions of Mohammedans. In our country 
we have at least three prominent false prophets 
right now, and their fanatical followers sup- 
port them in luxury. In verse 24 we have the 
false Christs and false prophets grouped together. 
They work hand in hand, but at times there is 
rivalry and, like gangsters, they fight one an- 
other. 


5. “This gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto 
all nations.” (Compare with the “White Horse” 
in the vision of John). The Missionary Move- 
ment, halted for a time because the Church 
went to building cathedrals instead of preach- 
ing the gospel, and hindered by the worldliness 
of a corrupt church, has been revived and 
nearly all the world has been reached to some 
extent. Great Bible Societies have printed the 
Bible in almost all the languages of mankind, 
and have distributed the Word in every land. 


6. “For as the lightning cometh out of the 
East, and shineth even unto the West: so shall 
the coming of the Son of Man be.” We had 
a visitor some time ago who claimed that the 
world had come to an end vears ago, and we 
were ignorant of the fact. This verse assures 
us that we shall all know when He comes. It 


will be in clouds of glory, and every eye shall 


see Him. 


7. Verses 29-35 seem to describe certain super- 
natural phenomena which will be evident just 
before He comes. Compare this with the vision 
of the Sickle in Revelation 14:14-20. 


8. His Coming will be unexpected. The 
world will not be ready. Conditions will be 
similar to those at the time of the Flood: “For 
as in the days that were before the flood they 
were eating and drinking and knew 
not until the flood came: so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be.” 


9. Our duty is to Watch: ‘Watch therefore: 
for ye know not what hour your Lord doth 
come.” In order to emphasize and impress this 
upon them He now turns to 


II. Three Parables: 24:43 - 25:30. 


1. The first parable illustrates this command 
to “Watch.” If the master of the house had 
known what hour the thief would come, he 
would have watched and not suffered his goods 
to be stolen. The coming of Christ will be as 
unexpected as the coming of a thief. The faith- 
ful and wise servant is one who watches and is 
faithful in performing the duties of a servant. 
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Woe be to the servant who thinks that his lord 


delays his coming and mistreats his fellow- 


servants. 


2. The Parable of the Ten Virgins stresses 
the thought of being ready. The story is 
familiar and the lesson so plain that no one 
can fail to see it. Are we ready? Are we watch- 
ing? Are we keeping our lamps filled with 
oil? If He should come tonight could we go 
forth to meet the Bridegroom, or would we 
have to go and buy some oil? It will help us 
to remember the lesson of this parable. 


3. Parable of the Talents. We are to be 
watching! we are to be ready; we are to be 
working, using faithfully the talents given to 
us, whether it be five, or two, or one. A good 
and faithful servant will use every talent he 
has for the glory of his master. What a lesson 
for us all! Most of us have but few, perhaps 
but one, talent. The temptation to do as the 
man with the one talent did is apt to be our 
temptation. The law of the kingdom is: ‘Use 
or lose.” | 


III. The Judgment: 25:31-46. 

This is but one of the many pictures of the 
Judgment and is not meant to give a cee gene 
account of that Great Day — the Day of the 
Lord. To complete the picture we will have 
to turn to other places in the Bible. One of 
these is Revelation 20:11-15; the Judgment of 
the Great White Throne: “And I saw the dead, 
small and great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened : and another book was 
opened, which is the book of life: and the dead 
were judged out of those things which were 
written in the books, according to their works.” 


The judgment is a time of final separation. 


He had already taught this in the parable of | 


the Tares, and of the Net. Here the “sheep” 
are separated from the “goats.” 
condemnation, or of commendation is, “Inas- 
much as ye did it not’, (condemnation), or 
“Inasmuch as ye did, (commendation) our 
works are evidence of our faith. 

The real Christian is busy ministering to 
the needs of men. It is good to minister to 
the bodies and physical needs of mankind; it 


is even better to minister to their spiritual 


needs; to feed their souls; to liberate from 
slavery of sin. Be sure we minister “in His 


AUTHORS WANTED 
PUBLISHER 


New York, N. Y.—One of the nation’s largest book 
publishers is seeking manuscripts of all types—fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry. Special attention to new writers. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 31 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


at jg I Should Die Before I Wake” 


Scripture: Philippians 1:21-24; II Timothy 4:6-8 
Suggested Hymns: | 

“Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine” 

“Lord, Speak To Me That I may Speak” 


“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 


Leader’s Introduction: 


A high school student and his girl friend 


were driving home after a school function. There 
was an automobile accident, and both of 
them suddenly and unexpectedly experienced 
death. Everyday occurrences, such as this. one, 
reveal the importance of considering death. 
We thought about the meaning of death last 
week. In this program we shall consider what 
needs to be done to make preparation for 
dying. 


Many of us as children learned the prayer 
which begins, ‘““Now I lay me down to sleep.” 
That prayer closes with these words, “If I 
should die before I wake, I pray Thee, Lord, 
my soul to take.” It may be that we have never 
thought about those words very seriously. We 
have probably never expected to die before 
morning light, nor do we expect to die this 
night. The two high school students did not 
expect to die so soon, but they did. The Boy 
Scouts have as their motto “Be Prepared.” We 
ought always to be prepared for death. It may 
seem morbid to be talking this way, but it is 
realistic. How can young people be always 
prepared to die? 


First Speaker: | 

The best way to make preparation for death 
is to be sure that we have been born again 
spiritually. “Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” John 3:3. The 
Bible tells us that even though we are alive 
physically, we are dead spiritually because of 
our sins. When we believe in Christ as our 
Saviour, He gives us new life. “And you hath 
he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins.” Ephesians 2:1. “He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life: and he that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” John 3:36. 
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death. There is no substitute for it. 


Sin is the thing that makes death so for- 
midable, because once death comes, there is no 
longer an opportunity to have our sins forgiven. 
He whose sins are not forgiven must endure 
spiritual death as well as physical death. The 
sting of death is removed for those who trust 
in Christ, because He is the one “Who his own 
self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, 
that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness, by whose stripes ye were healed.” 
I Peter. 2:24. 


It is written of God, “For he hath made 
him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him.” II Corinthians 5: 21. Christ took the 
place of sinners, and those who by faith accept 
His substitution are spared spiritual death and 
destruction. It has been said that those who are 
born only once, must die twice (physically and 
spiritually), while those who are born twice, 
die only once (physically). Paul said, “I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have committed 
unto him against that day.” II Timothy 1:12. 
The person who has committed his life to Jesus 
Christ has made the essential preparation for 
“There is 
none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved.”’ Acts 4:12. 


‘Second Speaker: 


We are not saved from spiritual death by 


trying to be good, but if we have been saved 


by faith in Christ, we ought to try to be good. 
John Calvin said, “It is faith alone which justi- 
fies, but faith which justifies can never be 
alone.” If we have received the righteousness 
of Christ by faith, then we ought to be produc- 
ing works of righteousness in our lives. It 
would be embarrassing, to say the least, if 
death came to us and we had accomplished 
nothing for the Lord. The Bible tells us that 
we shall have to give an account of our lives. 
“For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ; that everyone may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad.” II 
Corinthians 5:10. 
(Continued on Page 24) 
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Seek Him in the Morning 


Seek Him in the morning, 

While the day is fresh and sweet; 
It will make the world seem brighter, 
Just to kneel at Jesus’ feet. 


With His presence ever near us, 
Need we fear each coming day? 
Just take our hand in Thine dear Lord, 
And lead us all the way. 


When temptations round us gather, 
And the way seems hard to meet; 

Give us faith to wholly trust Thee, 
And humbly sit at Thy dear feet. 


When our earthly life is over, 
And we lay our burdens down; 
Oh the joy of that reunion, 
When we too receive our crown. 


(Mrs. O. F.) Lilla B. Liner. 
Greenwood, S. C. 


Christian Witnessing 


For many years I have taught a Women’s Bible 
class.) When I began to teach years ago, in a 
church in North Carolina, I was concerned pri- 
marily in the subject material that I would 
present each Sunday. I studied hard and felt 
that I was accomplishing great things as my 
class grew and I seemed to be very “popular” 
with the women. After a period of this kind 
of teaching, I began to realize that even mature, 
educated, cultured women pho had been pro- 
fessing Christians for years needed more than 
just an “interesting and entertaining” lesson 
each Sunday. I wondered if they could be truly 
hungry for a soul-stirring experience that I had 
thought only the unsaved needed. 


_ So my teaching began to change, and I began 
to feel a deep sense of responsibility toward 
the souls of those women. I found myself mak- 
ing every lesson as evangelistic and as practical 
as I could; as the months went on, it became 
evident to me that only by witnessing for Him 
every Sunday morning as earnestly and strongly 
as possible could I hope to satisfy the needs 
of those women and my own great urgency to 
win souls to Christ. 


I teach a large class and every week I am 
thrilled over the great opportunity that is mine, 
not only to teach the Gospel but to witness in 
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a very practical way by reaching women who 

have never made a complete committal to Christ 
before. Seven of these women, regular attenders 
for months, joined the church this past year. 
There are six others on the roll for whom I 
am working and whom the Holy Spirit is touch- 
ing and reaching; there are others constantly 
joining the class. I am deeply grateful for 
this opportunity. Please help me pray that I 
will have sense enough to grasp every opening 
I may have, and that I may reach more and more 
women for Christ by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
| —Ethel Witherspoon 


Getting Myself Ready for... 


Public worship can be a good time to you— 


Providing you get up in time to get ready 
without having a heart attack. 


Providing you use your Christian judgment 
in how you spend Saturday night. 


_ Providing you have at least a small yearning 
for fellowship with God’s people. 


Providing you have a sense of need to hear 
the Gospel of healing for you and for yours. 


Providing you can forget your worries long 
enough to lean on the Lord a little. 


Providing you can forgive your neighbor 
so his face will not stand between you and 
God. 


Providing you bring enough money to be 
sure your share of the labor of the Gospel 
isn’t being carried by some widows, with a 
mite. | 


Report of Texas Synodical 


Listen closely, my friends, and you shall hear 
Of seven General Fund Agencies. Is that clear? 
One fund for seven agencies or seven in one, 
That is the way that the work is done. 


General Assembly’s Training School 
in Richmond, Virginia, 

Trains the lay student for services today, 

For missionary work both at home and abroad 
The training of these we are glad to applaud. 
1,503 now belong to ATS Auxiliary. 

Three projects plus one have been lately done, 
Using the money from this mebership fund. 
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Montreat is the home of General Assembly, 

A summer conference ground and retreat for 
the church family. 

The mountains majestic, the air sweet and cold, 

Lifts to supreme heights the mind and the soul. 

Twenty-six conferences this summer were held, 

Eighteen hundred young people the recreation 
hall swelled. 


Negro boys and girls their education obtain 

At the one and only institution Presbyterians 
maintain. 

At Tuscaloosa, Alabama, Stillman is its name, 

A four year accredited college, we are proud 
to acclaim. 


The W. O. C. Birthday Gift of 1952, : 
Helped to build many school buildings, and a 
library, too. 


The American Bible Society sheds a light on 
the way, 

By translating and printing the Scriptures, 

"Tis truly a great display. 

For peoples, black, white, yellow, brown, and 
red, 

Throughout all the world the Bibles are spread. 

The Scriptures are distributed in our U. S. A. 

In 85 languages; an accomplishment, I'd say. 


The Board of Women’s Work with its staff 
so clever, : 

Is eager to help us in every endeavor. 

It interprets for us the work of the church, 

And there many fine helps you will find in 
your search. 

Thirty-three hundred and eight churches have 
W. O. C., 

Mrs. McCutchen, the new leader, for you and 
for me. 


The Historical Foundation our treasures does 
store, 

Relics, and books, and histories galore. 

Chalices, tokens, and hymnals of past ages, 

Are sure to be there with the works of the sages. 

The micro film and photostatic center, 

Is a new project that now we may enter. 


Like a lighthouse the General Council gleams, 
Gives directions to churches by the very best 


means, 
Through budgets and research, publicity, and 
programs, 
Five boards work together with few problems 
or jams. 


In '57 the month of emphasis is June, 
The askings of Texas is one hundred eleven 
thousand, seven hundred and two. 


My term of office is at an end, 
Been a privilege and joy I’m confessing, 
And now a new chairman this office will tend, 
May she receive in her work the Lord’s blessing. 
—(Mrs. Karl H.) Gertrude B. Oelfke 
Houston, Texas, 1956 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, March 31, John 17:1-5. How much 
is wrapped up in the little phrase, “The hour 
has come” (v.1). Jesus had finished the teach- 
ing and training of the twelve (v.6); He had 
completed the work God had given Him to do 
in His ministry of preaching and healing (v.4). 
The hour for His betrayal (18:1-11), arrest 
18:12-14), trial (18:19-24ff), and crucifixion 
(19:17ff) had come. For what in wv.1-2,5 did 
Jesus pray in this hour? How was His concern 
for His disciples manifested (vv.15,17-19) ? His 
concern for the future of the church (vv.20-23) ? 
As you glance through vv.1-23 do you find any 
sign of Jesus engaging in self-pity? The exam- 
ple of Jesus presents a challenge to all of His 
followers who face an hour of trial and distress 
—to pray that God will be glorified in them 
and to remember the needs of others. 


Monday, April 1, John 17:4-8. Jesus had ac- 
complished the task that God had given Him 
to do with His disciples (v.4). How had the 
disciples reacted to the words of Christ 
(vv.6,8) ? Do Jesus’ statements in vv.6,8 amaze 
you in the light of all of the failings of the 
disciples during their time with Him? Notice, 
for example, their slowness to understand the 
most basic facts about Christ even after three 
years (13:36; 14:5,8). What one central fact 
had Jesus gotten across to His disciples (17:7, 
8b)? Though they were slow to learn, the 
disciples’ basic attitude toward Christ was ex- 
pressed in Peter’s remark of 13:37. (See Mark 
14:21). Even among Christians who sincerely 
love Christ, spiritual growth often seems ex- 
ceedingly slow and stumbling. Christ’s exam- 
ple of patience with His disciples teaches us 
to be patient with others and with ourselves 
in spiritual growth. 


Tuesday, April 2, John 17:9-11. As far as 
human means were concerned, the success of the 
Christian Gospel following Jesus’ ascension 
would depend entirely upon the _ disciples 
(v.lla). Thus Jesus earnestly prayed for them 


in His last hours (vv.9-11ff). Why could He 


pray to God for the disciples with confidence 
(vv.9b-10)? List the requests mentioned in 
His prayer on their behalf (vv.11b,13b,15,17) . 
Upon what basis were they to be sanctified, 1.e., 
made holy (v.17)? What relationship to evil 
would this sanctification produce (v.15)? to 
the world (v.15)? to each other (v.11b)? What 
should be characteristic of their inner lives 
(v.13)? How would you summarize the fellow- 
ship of the apostles that Jesus prayed for? 
Would He be truly glorified in them (v.10b) ? Is 


Christ glorified through your fellowship with 
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JESUS CALLS 


fellow-believers? He is dependent upon Chris- 
tian people like you for the advance of the 
Gospel today. : 


Wednesday, April 3, John 17:12-14. Notice 
the attitude of the world toward the disciples 
even while Jesus was on earth (v.14). Why 
was this attitude manifested (vv.14,16)? Have 


_. you ever experienced hatred on the part of 


the world because of your likeness’ to Christ 
(15:18-21) ? How adequately had Jesus watched 
is disciples (v.12)? What 
does He offer to compensate for the adversities 
the Christian encounters (v.13b)? Hatred from 
the world (v.14), but tender concern (vv.9-11) 
and abundant provision (v.19) from their Lord 
is the lot of all who really know Jesus Christ 
(v.3). Jesus has declared in Scripture that no 


man shall be able to pluck us out of His hand 


(John 10:28-29) . 


MARCH 20, 1957 


rae 
V.B.S. COURSE 


to teach boys and 
girls to listen, hear and 
answer when Jesus calls 


Ten true-to-the-Bible les- 
sons devoted to specific calls 
to Christian action— all 
adapted for each age group, 
Nursery through Teen-age. 

Colorful workbooks will 
fascinate the youngsters and 
make learning a _ pleasure. 
Complete teachers’ manuals 
will challenge the most ex- 
perienced and make even the 
beginning teacher a success! 


FREE PLANBOOK 


Ask for FREE PLANBOOK 
describing course, or order 
INTRODUCTORY KIT contain- 
ing one each of 5 pupils’ 
workbooks and _ teachers’ 
manuals, plus publicity mate- 
rials and Planbook. Order 
No. 9211, only $3.75. 


from your Bookstore, 

Publishing House, or 

STANDARD PUBLISHING 
Cincinnati 31, Ohio 


2 


Thursday, April 4, John 17:15-19. Read through 
the first 19 verses of this chapter and notice how 
much of Christ’s prayer to the Father was taken 
- with the welfare of the disciples. In spite 
of His varied activities during the three years 
of His ministry, Jesus seemed to give Himself 
primarily to the training of the twelve (v.19). 
What did Jesus desire to see in His disciples 
as He spent Himself in their behalf (vv.17,19) ? 
Read John 1:41-42; 13:37-38; 21:15-19 and ob- 
serve the development of Peter, the leader of 
the twelve. It was Christ’s prayer for Peter 
(Luke 22:31-32) that preserved his faith when 
he denied his Lord (19:15-18,25-27). Do you 
give yourself unstintingly in prayer for those 
whom God has entrusted into your hands? 


Friday, April 5, John 17:20-23. Christ’s prayer 
extended beyond the disciples to the church of 
every age (vv.20ff). He prayed for the same 
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oneness in the church (vv.20,22) that He sought 
among the apostles (v.11b). ‘To what end did 
He pray for this unity (vv.21b,23b) ? 
example was to set the pattern for the church's 
unity (v.21)? What was to be the source of 
this oneness (v.22)? What do you see in vwv.22- 
23 that reminds you of Jesus’ teaching on 
“abiding in Him” in 15:1-5? The perfect one- 
ness (v.23) for which Christ prays cannot pos- 
sibly be achieved through human organization 
or effort; only as Christ’s presence, and with 
His presence His love, abides in the hearts of 
believers will man-made barriers be removed 
(vv.22-23) . 


Saturday, April 6, John 17:24-26. According 
to the titles given the Father in vv.11,25, what 
do you think is the reason that the world has 
not known Him (v.25)? What relationship 
to the world, therefore, can be expected from 
those who come to know God (v.14)? How is 
Christ able to sustain those who come to know 
God through Him (v.26)? What does v.24 say 
as to the natyre of the future joys of Christ’s 
followers? Does this chapter teach that Chris- 
tians must separate themselves entirely from 
the things of the world (v.15)? Does it mean 
anything to you that you will be able to see 
Christ someday as He really is (v.24)? Do you 
find your deepest pleasures in the things of 
the world or in the Person of Christ? 


What 


it “worketh by love.” 


What Is Faith? 


By Ralph Brewer — 


Faith is not obtained by intellectual training 
or technical knowledge. Faith is attained only 
by the communication of the Holy Spirit with 
man’s mind. Faith is right relationship with 
God; by faith we accept the super-natural; it is 
the product of Divine Grace. 


Scripture is the storehouse of faith. It tells 
you (1) Have faith in God, (2) Faith hath 
made thee whole, (3) Thy faith hath saved 
thee. We walk in faith, stand fast in faith and 
Faith cometh by hearing 
and what is not of faith is sin. Jesus is the 
author and finisher of our faith, which is the 
substance of things hoped for. Therefore, “‘have 
great boldness in faith,” it sanctifies and 
justifies. 


Faith is given by the Spirit, it is “in Christ,” 
and leads to salvation, producing peace and 
joy. It has power to overcome the world, bless- 
ings are received through it, miracles are per- 


_ formed by it and it is the shield of the Chris- 


tian. Faith is confidence in God. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 


NEWS 


ARKANSAS 


Presbytery of Ouachita—According to a Stand- 
ing Rule adopted at the fall meeting of 1956, 
Ouachita Presbytery will hold its spring meetings 
on the Tuesday after the first Sunday in May, 
which will be May 7 this year. The meeting is at 
2:30 P.M., and is to be in May, which will be May 
7 this year. The meeting is at 2:30 P.M., and is 
to be held at Malvern. 

John T. arr. St., Stated Clerk 


GEORGIA 


Rome — For the second successive year, a Pres- 
byterian layman from the First Presbyterian 
Church in Rome has been honored as “Young Man 
of the Year.” This year the award was given to 
Mr. George Griffin, a deacon in the church. 


This year Mr. Griffin is head of the every mem- 
ber canvass for the church, and is an active church- 
man in every part of the church’s program. 


Mr. Griffin, president of the Griffin Foundry in 
Rome, is well known for his work in the com- 
munity as well as the church. He is the grandson 
of a former moderator of the General Assembly, 
Dr. George Goetchius, who also was a former min- 
ister of the First Church in Rome. 


Mrs. Griffin is the niece of Dr. Pit Van Dusen, 
president of Union Theological Seminary in New 
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York. The couple has four children, Paul, eer, 


George, Jr., and Nancy. 


Atlanta — Peachtree Road Presbyterian Church 
here has recently concluded a deal to purchase 10 
acres of land for a new church site, almost on 
the 40th anniversary of the purchase of the present 
site. 


The cost was approximately $141,450. The new 
church to be erected in the near future, together 
with the land, will cost about one million dollars, 
according to Duncan Peek, trustee of the church. 
The new sanctuary plans call for a seating ca- 
pacity of 1,200, or about twice that of the present 
sanctuary. Church membership exceeds 1,600, ac- 
cording to Dr. Eugene T. Wilson, pastor. 


Atlanta — Four outstanding churchmen of the 


Methodist, Presbyterian, U.S., and Presbyterian, 
U.S.A., Churches will be featured speakers at the 
6th annual Pre-Assembly Evangelism Conference, 
which will be held April 24 through 25 at South 
Highland Presbyterian Church, in Birmingham, Ala 


Dr. John F. Anderson, Jr., pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Dallas, Texas, outstanding 
leader in church and community work, will deliver 
three addresses: “The Whole Church- 
“The Whole — and “The Whole 
World—yYearning’’. 
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Dr. George E. Sweazey, former secretary of 
Evangelism for the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
author of “Effective Evangelism” and “The Keeper 
of the Door’’, and presently pastor of the Huguenot 
Memorial Presbyterian Church of Pelhalm, N. Y., 
will give one address entitled: “Preparation for 
Evangelism—Pastor and People’. Dr. Sweazey 
will conduct one of three seminars to be held at 
the conference; his seminar to discuss personal 
evangelism. 


Dr. Colin W. Williams of Australia, associate 
missionary in the “Mission to Australia”, and cur- 
rently visiting professor at Garrett Biblical Insti- 
tution, (Methodist), in Evanston, III., will give two 
addresses: “The Challenge to World Evangelism’’; 
and “Lessons We Can Learn From the ‘Mission to 


Australia’.” 


Dr. Robert F. Jones, pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church, Fort Worth, Texas, will conduct a seminar 
on the subject “Care of New Members.” 


In addition, those in attendance at the confer- 
ence will hear a panel of missionaries conduct a 
third seminar in which they will discuss evangelistic 
methods that work in the mission areas, and will 
hear a report from the Rev. A. E. Dimmock, asso- 
ciate secretary, division of evangelism, ee 
terian Church, U.S., entitled “Looking Ahead in 
Evangelism.”’ 


The theme for the 1957 conference on evangelism 
will be “The Whole Gospel for the Whole World.” 


Registration will be at 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, 
April 24. | 


LOUISIANA 


New Orleans — The Rev. Walter D. Langtry 
was elected and installed as vice president of the 
Greater New Orleans Federation of Churches at 
the annual meeting in February. . 


Mr. Langtry is r of the Presbyterian Church 
of the Covenant in New Orleans. The church was 
formed by a recent merger of Napoleon Avenue 
—— and Prytania Street Presbyterian 

urches. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Charlotte — Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Jr., chairman | 


of the committee on Christianity and health for 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., addressed the re- 
cent public relations conference of the North Caro- 
lina Medical Society, held in Charlotte. 


Dr. Boggs told assembled physicians that faith 
healing on the whole does more harm than good, 
and is sometimes fraudulent, and often is based on 
—— “at great variance” with those of the 

ible. 


“Many faith healers teach that all sickness is 
due to sin,” Dr. Boggs declared. “This is con- 
trary to the Bible. They teach that if you only 
_ enough faith, you will be cured of any dis- 
order. 


“This arouses unjustified hopes, leading to a 
a cycle of hope, disillusionment and despair,” 
e said. 


He further stated that there is much common 
ground for cooperation between ministers and 
physicians in meeting the needs of the “whole 
man,” but he asserted that faith healing is not 
the proper means. 
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mittee on Evangelism. 


He added that ne was convinced not all faith 


healers are frauds, but in many cases, he declared, 


the “healing” is really a psychological matter. 
Dr. Boggs is the author of a recently published 
book, “Faith Healing and the Christian Faith.” 


Davidson—Salaries of the Davidson College fac- 
ulty will be raised by five per cent beginning 
March 1. 

The increase was authorized by the college Board 
of Trustees, following the recommendations of 
President John R. Cunningham. Dr. Cunningham’s 
resignation, effective Sept. 1, was “regretfully ac- 
cepted by the Trustees last week.” _ 

The salary increase was the second in as many 
years granted to the faculty, and is termed by 
Dr. Cunningham as a of a long-range program 
designed to continually strengthen the teaching 
group. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Raleigh — Consecration services for the new 
church building were held in February at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Fairmont, N. C. 


The building program, at a total cost of $125,000, 
includes a sanctuary, educational building, and a 
manse. 


At the ial morning worship service the Rev. 


‘L. A. MeLaurin of Kings Mountain was guest 


speaker. Following the service, the congregation 
participated in the placing of the cornerstone. Open 
house was held in the afternoon for the friends 
and members of the church. 


The evening service featured Dr. Walker Healy 
of the First Presbyterian Church in Fayetteville, 
N. C., as guest speaker. 


TEXAS 
Dallas — Sunday, February 24, was another high 
day for Presbyterian Extensionism in the city of 
Dallas. At 2:00 P. M. groundbreaking ceremonies 
were held by the Covenant Church congregation 


for the first unit of their church plant. Providing 
a chapel and educational space this unit has a con- 


tract price of $71,380. Organized in November, 
1955, this congregation under the ministry of 


_ Rev. Joseph O. Rand, Jr., has been meeting in the 


Farmers Branch elementary school and eagerly an- 
— occupation of their building within 90 
ays. 


At 3:00 P. M. a Commission of the Presbytery 
of Dallas effected the organization of the Chapel 
Hills Presb ian Church. Rev. R. Earl Price came 
from the Woodlawn Church, Corpus Christi, and 
under the employ of Presbytery’s Committee on 
Church Extension initiated services in the David 
G. Burnett School on Sunday, December 2, 1956. 
A thorough community survey was made by Mrs. 
Ellen P. Weaver, Church Extension visitor, as- 
sisted by Rev. and Mrs. Nelson R. Hawkins. Just 
prior to organization date a program of visitation 
evangelism was held by Mr. Price, and a group 
of interested men from the community, aided by 
a number of teams supplied by Presbytery’s Com- 
A congregation which well 
nigh filled the school auditorium was thrilled as 
fifteen adults came forward for reception upon 
profession of faith. Three came by reaffirmation, 
and forty-six by certificate of transfer from other 
churches. Twenty-two of these members came from 
seven other Presbyterian U. S. churches in Dallas. 
The others came from various churches in nine 
different states. 
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Officers elected to serve this congregation are 
Elders Tom Keese, Wm. F. Haden, Jr., Richard 
Skinner, R. S. Houck; Deacons John Gilmore, Har- 
old Jones, Chas. Donahue, Ralph Major, Joe Poore, 


Lewis Boyd. 
Cecil H. Lang 
Stated Clerk 


Houston — Dr. and Mrs. Charles L. King were 
honor guests at a recent celebration at the First 
Presbyterian Church here, marking Dr. King’s 25th 
anniversary of service as the church’s pastor. 


A 30-minute service of prayer and thanksgiving 
was followed by a reception in the fellowship hall. 
The Rev. William L. Van Auken, and the Rev. 
Herbert A. Miller, assistant pastors, conducted the 
service. 


In the time since Dr. King came to First Pres- 
byterian Church from Grace Covenant Church in 
Richmond, Va., the congregation has grown from 
1,400 to 3,600, and with only two exceptions has 
contributed to the development of 13 new churches 
and rehabilitation of 3 others in the Houston area. 


Dr. King has been moderator of the General As- 
sembly, twice moderator of the Texas Synod, dele- 
gate at three world church conferences, and de- 
nomination chairman of the committee on union 
with the U. S. A., and United Presbyterian Churches 
during the past 25 years. | 


VIRGINIA 


Richmond—More than $73,000 has been appro- 
priated by the Board of Christian Education at its 
February session for use in 1957 challenge funds 
to stimulate higher education activities. 


Improvement of teaching and libraries will be the 
main areas for the College Challenge Fund. A 
total of $20,000 is to be used for grants-in-aid to 
faculty members at Presbyterian colleges, five 


graduate fellowships to professors at Presbyterian — 


colleges for obtaining Ph.D. degrees, and ten 
scholarships for prospective college 
teachers. 


The College Challenge Fund will pay $1,000 to 
any senior college supported by Presbyterians 
which adds $2,000 to its budget for buying new 
library books. For junior colleges, $500 will be 
paid for adding $1,000 to its book budget. 


The Seminary Challenge Fund will consist of 
$12,500. From this total, $2,500 will be allotted 
to each of the four Presbyterian seminaries and to 
the General Assembly’s Training School. To meet 
the challenge conditions, the supporting synods 
of the seminaries and the General Assembly must 
raise $2,500 beyond the budget benevolence sup- 
port for the institutions. 


Money from the Seminary Challenge Fund is to 
be used for visiting lecturers, guest professors, 
faculty study, and to improve libraries and recruit- 
ing programs for Church vocations. 


Emphasis in the Campus Christian Life Chal- 
lenge Fund will shift this year toward improving 
personnel standards. This fund will have $7,500 
to match funds from the various synods to raise 
salary levels of all full-time local staff members 
to established minimums. Within three years the 
synods should assume the entire cost of salary in- 
creases. 


A total of $14,600 will be used to match equal 
funds from synods in starting Campus Christian 
Life programs on 15 campuses in the following 8 
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cities: Atlanta, Oxford, Miss., New Orleans, Hous- 
ton, Durham, Williamsburg, Richmond, Memphis. 


A new program of in-service training for semi- 
nary students who plan to become ministers to 
students will require $7,500 in 1957. These 
‘interns’? would receive a year of training by 
serving as assistants following their middle year 
at seminary. 


Grants-in-aid amounting to $3,468.50 will be 
given this year to Professor Knox Wilson of Davis 
and Elkins College, Professor Bertram Kelso of 
Centre College, Professor Paul L. Garber of Agnes 
Scott College, Professor Newton B. Jones of Pres- 
byterian College, and a faculty group of West- 
minster College. | 


Graduate fellowships to obtain Ph.D. degrees 
will be given to Professor Ernest Braun of Queens 
College, Professor William J. Wade of King Col- 
lege, Dean Brewster B. Hardy of Stillman College 
and Professor Lena V. Burrell of Stillman College. 
The total of $4,850 is to be matched by the col- 


leges. 


Ten graduate scholarships totaling $7,500 will 
be given to the following prospective teachers: 
Wilhelm F. Angermeier, University of Georgia; 
Philip Frank Kukura, Davidson College; Lillian 
Pennell, Staunton, Va.; John R. Shannon and 
Marian Hollingsworth, University of North Caro- 
lina; William Woody Rolland, Duke University; 
Marie Jane Adams, King College; Donna R. Mar- 


burger, West Texas State College; Nell Logan, 


University of Kentucky; and Jene Sharp, Agnes 
Scott College. 
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THE PROPHETS — PIONEERS TO CHRIS- 
a. Walter G. Williams. Abingdon Press. 


The author’s purpose in this volume is to con- 
sider some of the little understood phases of the 
prophet’s life and work. The author believes that 
a full understanding of prophetic religion involves 
not merely a recapitulation of their individual and 
collective messages, but an understanding of the 
religious climate in which they lived. 


The author writes from the liberal point of view. 


He entertains the idea that to look upon the Old 
Testament writings as “prechristian literature’’ is 
misleading. He teaches that many Biblical books 
are the compilation of the writings of several 
authors, not one. 


The theological point of view of the author is 
revealed in the caption of Chapter Five, ‘Man 
Discovers God.” In this chapter he presents some 
untenable ideas. For example, on page fifty-eight, 
he writes, ‘“‘Was Moses a monotheist? There is 
much evidence that he was not, but there is every 
indication that he did believe that his followers 
should themselves worship Yahweh, the God of the 
Hebrews. Neither he nor they, however, denied 
the existence of the gods of the other peoples; that 
is, Henotheism or Monaltry.”’ 


Liberals may be happy with this book, but Con- 
servatives will find little edification in it. 
John R. Richardson 
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LIFE OF CHRIST. Giovanni Papini. Dell Pub- 
lishing Co. 650 cents. 


This is a reproduction of the Life of Christ by 
Papini, translated by Dorothy Canfield Fisher that 
had such a wide popularity several decades ago. 
This work has been reprinted more than 30 times 
and translated into at least 12 languages. The 
theme is challenging and it is one of the most 
popular and inspiring lives of Christ ever published. 


BASIC CHRISTIAN WRITINGS—Stanley I. 
Stuber. Association Press. 50 cents. 3 


Dr. Stuber gives brief selections in this volume 
from 27 important works. The reader is given 
an appetizing introduction to these men and ideas 
that have influenced American Protestantism. 


WHAT CHRISTIANITY SAYS ABOUT SEX, 
LOVE AND MARRIAGE. Roland H. Bainton. 
Association Press. 50 cents. 


With surgical precision, Dr. Bainton dissects the 
Christian approach to sex. The modern Protestant 
position becomes freshly clear as he talks about 
the human function of sex. It shows that marriage 
is ordained of God and imposes an obligation be- 
fore God upon all that embark upon it. 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST IN POETRY. Hazel 
Davis Clark. Association Press. 50 cents. 


There are 145 poems by 100 poets in this 
volume. From the nativity to the cross of Calvary, 
resurrection and the triumph of Christ, these poems 
portray the living Christ, re-tell His sacred mes- 
sage, offer His hand to those who will reach for it. 


RELIGIOUS LIVING. Georgia Harkness. Asso- 


ciation Press. 50 cents. : 

The author presents here procedures for daily 
living that are most likely to lead to religious ex- 
perience and growth in religious power. 


A SHORT PRIMER FOR PROTESTANTS. 


James H. Nichols. Association Press. 50 cents. 

What does Protestantism stand for today? What 
is Protestantism saying? These questions are an- 
swered in the little book by Dr. Nichols. This 
volume is readable and informative. 


WORDS TO CHANGE LIVES. Association Press. 
cents. 


The editor has brought together in these pages 
the thoughts of 58 occupants of the pulpits of the 
United States of America. The reader is given 
a kaleidoscopic view of contemporary religious ex- 
pression. It is a sort of graphic report of what 
rf — said today in the pulpits of our Protestant 
churches. 


A TREASURY OF FAITH—A Personal Guide to 
Spiritual Peace. Leon and Elfrieda McCauley. In- 
ae by E. L. R. Elson. Dell Publishing Co. 
ood cents 


This little book contains brief quotations from 
religious spokesmen of our day. It is meant to 
serve the laymen of today as guideposts to Chris- 
tian living. Its purpose is to show men and women 
that there is help for them from God 
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The Bible is the basic book in the 
Christian educaticn program of our 
Church. As the inspired Word of God 
it holds the central place in all the 
Church’s teachings. Our Presbyterian 
educational materials help students 
and teachers interpret Bible truths 
and translate them into action. They 
guide children, youth, and adults, each 
at his own level, to an increasing knowl- 
edge, understanding, and love of the 
Bible. The materials do not stand be- 
tween the student and his Bible, but 
lead him to his Bible to learn those 
things which will be of particular 
value to his needs and to deepen his 
spiritual growth. Each lesson is 
brought within the understanding of 
the student and interpreted in accord 
with the theological system of our 
Church. We use Presbyterian educa- 
tional materials because they make the 
Bible most meaningful to our people. 


Board of Christian Education 
Presbyterian Church U. S. 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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THE MIDDLE EAST — ITS RELIGION AND 
CULTURE. Edward J. Jurji. Westminster Press. 
$3.00. 


Dr. Jurji at the present time is professor of 
Islamics and Comparative Religion at Princeton 
Theological Seminary. He has written this book 
to illuminate a passion-clouded issue. 


Since the Middle East has captured the head- 
lines and still holds world attention this book 
should he of great interest. What the author has 
to say is peculiarly relevant for it touches upon 
man’s immediate predicament and his quest for 
peace. In seeking relief for Middle East tensions 
the author advocates a return to first principles. 


The Middle East and world peace the author 
believes to be one and the same. He tells us what 
serves the enlightened policies of the free world 
should shape the Middle East future. 


In his discussions, the author gives us close up 
views of regional Islam, Christianity, and Judaism. 
We may not accept all of the conclusions of the 
author but any reader will have to acknowledge 
that he has done a fine piece of work in analyzing 
objectively both the background and the present 
situation in that area of the world we call the 
Middle East. 


CASE HISTORIES From the Files of Dr. Luke. 
Paul N. Varner. Wartburg Press. $2.50. 


The author’s ministry has majored in the field 
of psychotherapy. He has devoted a great deal of 
his time to pastoral and marriage counseling. In 
this department of life he has seen the need for 
The Great Physician. The author shows how the 
resources of Scripture are applicable to human 
needs and are of value for both sick people and 
well people. 


In this volume the author attempts to make Dr. 
Luke speak in the language of today. He con- 
ceives of Luke as a consecrated Christian phy- 
sician who had practical experiences in company 
with Paul, the greatest of apostles and knew inti- 
mately the Lord Jesus Christ. The author says, 
“We cannot conceive of one who has such a 
remarkable insight into the heart of the Saviour 
hesitating for a moment to bear eloquent testimony 
to Him and His healing powers for sin-cursed 
lives.” At all times the reader is directed to 
Christ, the Great Physician, the same yesterday, 
today, and forever. He puts into the mouth of 
Dr. Luke these words, “I record these case histories 
with the hope and the prayer that when Jesus 
Christ, your Lord and Saviour, your Great Phy- 
sician, looks through your eyes into your very soul, 
you will not draw away from Him as some of 
the people in His day did but will accept His 
healing for body and for soul and walk with Him 
from day to day every step of the way.” 


COMMENTARY ON THE EPISTLE TO THE 
ROMANS. Martin Luther. J. Theodore Mueller. 
Zondervan. $2.95. 


_Just as the great church father, Augustine, 
finally chose Christianity and committed his heart 
and mind to Christ after reading Romans, so Luther 
began the course that led to the Reformation after 
reading Romans. It was the glorious truth of 
Romans 1:17 that finally gave to Luther the peace 
of mind and heart which he had sought for in 
vain in the doctrines, relics and monasteries of the 
medieval church. 
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The easy-to-read translation by Dr. J. Theodore 
Mueller of Concordia Theological Seminary pre- 
sents explanatory notes and headings. Here you 
will find surprisingly fresh and edifying insights 
into the whole problem of law and grace, of works 
and faith. Luther’s comments are always stimu- 
lating, practical and within the grasp of every 
Christian man. The devotional character of this 
commentary makes it an ideal one to place into 
the hands of student, pastor, teacher and layman. 


WHY I AM A PRESBYTERIAN. Park Hayes 
Miller. Westminster Press. $2.75. 


Dr. Miller is a member of the Presbyterian 
Chureh, U.S.A., and has written primarily for 
Presbyterians. He delineates some of the his- 
torical views of the Presbyterian Church. and shows 
how this Church is administered today. 


Dr. Miller says that Presbyterians believe in a 
sound interpretation of the Scriptures and sig- 
nificantly adds ‘“‘they try to discover what the 
words were meant to say.”’ 


In Chapter 4 the subject is, ‘‘What Do Presby- 
terians Believe?’”’ The author tells us that no 
one can answer this question for many answers 
could be given. He follows this statement with a 
better one: namely, ‘“‘The Presbyterian Church is 
doctrinal and it has an official statement of its 
beliefs. This is found in the Confession of Faith 
which is part of the Constitution and in the 
Catechisms.”’ 


This book was written primarily for the author’s 
own communion. Presbyterians, other than Pres- 
byterians, U.S.A., would profit by the reading of 


the 14 chapters. 
John R. Richardson 


COMMENTARY ON THE ACTS OF THE 
APOSTLES. J. A. Alexander. Zondervan. Un- 
abridged Edition—-2 volumes in one. $1.25. 


Joseph Addison Alexander is one of the great 
luminaries of Princeton Theological Seminary. He 
served first in the Chair of Church History and 
in 1859 became professor of New Testament litera- 
ture. He is rightly appraised as one of America’s 
finest exegetes. This work on Acts is one of the 
best standard works ever published. Zondervan 
— it in the “Classic Commentary Library 

ries.”’ 


This volume meets the peculiar needs of min- 
isters and adult Sunday School teachers. If the 
Bible student is looking for the best single volume 
on the Acts of the Apostles he should seriously 
consider the acquisition of Alexander’s Commentary. 


A SURVEY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. W. W. 
Sloan. Abingdon Press. $3.50. 


The author is Professor of Bible and Religious 
Education at Elon College. For eighteen years he 
has taught Old Testament courses to college fresh- 
men. He has made eleven trips. abroad and has 
been around the world twice. He has an extensive 
knowledge of conditions in the Near East. 


In this volume the author proposes to give a 
synopsis of the Old Testment in readable style. He 
has written to stimulate the investigative point of 
view. The book has been designed for classroom 
use, and there are supplemental reading lists and 
assignments at the end of each chapter. 


The author espouses the radical higher critical 
views. Conservative views are ign ae 
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closing paragraph the author concludes that the 
Bible is divinely inspired and truly the Word of 
God. He even affirms, “It is infallible.’”” His idea 
of infallibility, however, is not the same as that 


of this reviewer’s. 
John R. Richardson 


THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. Lelia Boring Lassiter. 
Greenwich Book Publishers, Incorporated. $2.50. 


The author wrote a book of daily devotions 
entitled Search Me, Oh God: She recently has 
recast a number of these devotional messages and 
published them under the title of The Christian 
Life. The purpose of this volume is to enable the 
reader to live the Christian life more effectively. 
She discusses such subjects as “Growing Through 
Prayer’, “Christian Stewardship’, ‘Christian 
Home’’, ‘“‘The Christian and His Church’, and ‘‘The 
Christian Mission.’’ Each message is practically 
written from a common sense point of view. 


CYRIL OF JERUSALEM AND NEMESIUS OF 
EMESA, VOL. IV LIBRARY OF CHRISTIAN 
CLASSICS. Edited by William Telfer. The West- 
minster Press. $5.00 | 


The influential writings of two Eastern church- 
men in the latter part of the Fourth Century, A.D. 
are embodied in this volume. They include large 
selections from twelve of the eighteen ‘“‘Catecheti- 
cal Lectures’? of Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem and a 
letter from Cyril addressed to the Emperor Con- 
stantius “concerning the portent of the cross of 
light that appeared in the sky and was seen from 
Jerusalem.’’ 


“A Treatise on the Nature of Man’”’ by Nemesius, 
Bishop of Emees and Syria, is here translated into 
English for the first time on the basis of the Greek 
text. Although little is known of Nemesius, his 
writings indicate that he was a man of liberal 
Greek education, widely read in philosophy and also 
medicine. The editor describes his treatise on 
the nature of man as “the fruits of the vast deal 
of human thinking in a very small space.”’ 


Complete introductions to each section of the 
volume giving the background of the writers and 
the settings of the writings can be read with in- 
terest and profit. Students of Church history and 
theology will appreciate Volume IV in the Library 


of Christian Classics. 
John R. Richardson 


MAN IN THE PROCESS OF TIME. J. Stafford | 


Wright. Eerdmans. $3.00. . 


In this volume Dr. Wright, the Principal of 
Tyndale Hall of Bristol, England, discusses the 
Biblical view of man, revelation and inspiration, 
and the Perfect Man, Jesus Christ, in whom God 
came down to redeem fallen humanity and restore 


man to fellowship with his Maker. The volume 


may be summarized as a Christian assessment of 
the powers and functions of human personality. 


The author is a profound student of the Bible. 
He observes that there are no more difficulties in 
the Bible than in God’s other book of Creation. 
He comments, “The Bible, of course, needs to be 
read and applied intelligently: it is not a mere 
nest of promises which we may dip into at random, 
but we are persuaded that the Bible is indeed the 
Word of God and we do not find the need of 
regarding it merely as containing the Word of 
God.” Although the writer recognizes that there 
is a distinction between revelation and inspiration, 
he tells us that in practice the two are interlocked: 
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“one cannot conceive of an abstract revelation 
waiting to be received nor of an inspiration to re- 
ceive nothing at all. For those who believe that 
God can reveal fresh truths to man in an infallible 
form and not merely give flashes of insight to be 
worked out in a right or wrong way, the distinction 
between inspiration and revelation is merely aca- 
demic. It is primarily because of the attitude of 
Jesus Christ to the Bible of His day that we may 
accept the full inspiration and accuracy of the 
Bible. He corrected the rabbis on many of their 
beliefs but it is clear from the gospels that He 
agreed with them in their belief about the Bible 
which was that of full inspiration and accuracy. 
His immediate followers who claimed to have been 
instructed by Him held a similar view as the 
Epistles show. Those who criticize Evangelicals 
for obscurantism and God-dishonoring views of the 
Old Tesament are in effect criticizing the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He apparently made no distinction 
between the God of the Old Testament and the 
Father of whom He spoke.”’ 


This book contains a vast field of valuable 
knowledge and amazing facts. It is packed full 


- of sound philosophy in a common sense style. 


—John R. Richardson 


500 SELECTED SERMONS—Volumes III - I Migr 


DeWitt Talmage. Baker Book House. $4.50. 


Dr. Talmage ranked high among such contem- 
poraries as Henry Ward Beecher, Phillips Brooks 
and Matthew Simpson. One of the most far-reach- 
ing features of his ministry was his printed ser- 
mons. They were printed weekly by as many as 
3,500 newspapers and they were read by more 
than 25 million readers. 


Dr. Talmage once said, ‘“‘A preacher should start 
out with the idea of helping someone. Everyone 
wants help except a fool.’’ These sermons reflect 
that point of view. Dr. Clarence Macartney said 
of Dr. Talmage, “Like most great preachers, he 
preached to the heart. He made it the aim in his 
preaching always to help somebody.” These mes- 
sages are Scriptural, practical, warm and dramatic. 


MAKINGS OF MEETINGS. Flora E. Breck. 
W. A. Wilde Publishing Co. $1.75. 


The material in this book should provide a start- 
ing point for programming and planning worship 
services by inexperienced young people. The book 
will even be found helpful by young, inexperienced 
ministers. Applying its suggestions should make 
the leadership of meetings a joy instead of an 
anxiety. 


COMMENTARY ON THE EPISTLE TO THE 
ROMANS. F. L. Godet. Zondervan. $6.95. 


The author of this volume was born in Switzer- 
land October 25, 1812. He studied in Germany and 
majored in philosophy and theology. He is well 
known among Bible students as an eminent ex- 
positor. 


In his commentary, Dr. Godet examines critically 
the original text and discusses the doctrines in- 
volved. This method adds much to the value of the 
work for homiletic purposes. This work has sur- 
vived through two generations and it still speaks 
to us with a fresh voice in the “‘Classic Commentary 
Library.” 
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